THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
literally hundreds of leading articles, comments by
American journalists, to that general effect. An
Anglo-Italian struggle for the domination of the
Mediterranean was now inevitable.
The present writer, who happened to be in America
at the time, warned one or two of these commentators
that in assuming Great Britain would oppose Italian
aggression, using the League for the purpose, they
had left out of account certain psychological factors
that had never before played any considerable role
in British policy; that they would shortly find the
old guard of imperialism in Britain not urging opposi-
tion to Italy in her threat to the Sudan and the Canal
but cheering her on, and giving her every assurance
that she would never really be interfered with.
This suggestion was regarded as so fantastic by a
group of American journalists in Washington to
whom it was made that they immediately began to
discuss what subtle device of British propaganda lay
hidden in nonsense of that kind. Yet the event was
not long in confirming with disastrous amplitude this
prognosis.
In support of their own view they could, of course,
have quoted a number of statesmen who had a special
interest in and special knowledge of the African
position, men like General Smuts, Sir Abe Bailey,
Lord Olivier, Mr. te Water. The last named did not
hesitate to say that retreat before Italy might mean
the end of White civilisation in Africa. Sir Abe
Bailey wrote thu$: